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CELEBRATION

LUNCHEON

HONORING THE NEW
AVENUE SCHOLARS

2017

WEDNESDAY, MAY 3
BAXTER ARENA

Welcome & Introduction of
Courtland Olson & Monica Wells
Deandre Gaines - Metropolitan Community College

Welcome & Overview by Masters of Ceremonies
Courtland Olson & Monica Wells

Avenue Scholars Video
"Opening Doors to Great Work"

Introduction of Sandra Reding
Nyemuoch Tot - Metropolitan Community College

Remarks By
Sandra Reding, President, AKSARBEN Foundation

Introduction of ASF Student Panel
Terry Fischer, Executive Director of Career Programs

ASF Student Panel

Cody Avalos - 2015 Omaha Northwest Graduate, MCC
Jaquan Clements - 2071 Benson Graduate, ASF Alumnus
Olivia Garcia - 2011 Ralston Graduate, ASF Alumnus
Destiny Montanez - Omaha Benson Senior

Moderator - Brittani Tanhueco, Career Talent Advisor

Recognition :

Friends of Avenue Scholars Foundation
Recipient: AKSARBEN Foundation

Presented by Dr. Ken Bird

Accepted by Kirk Kellner, Knights of AKSARBEN Board of

Governors; Region President, Wells Fargo Bank

Recipient: Children's Hospital & Medical Center
Presented by Terry Fischer

Accepted by Richard Azizkhan, M.D., President & CEO
Suzanne Nocita, Interim SVP Human Resources

Geralyn Azizkhan, Physician/Faculty Acquisition Administer

Closing Remarks
Courtland Olson & Monica Wells
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Welcome to the Avenue Scholars Foundation
2017 Celebration Luncheon

Thank you for joining us as we welcome 208 young men and women to the Avenue Scholars program. Today marks the
beginning of a multi-year partnership that is intended to lead these students through their final two years of high school,
into and through postsecondary education and training, and ultimately into an enjoyable, financially sustaining career in
our community. We look forward to working hand-in-hand with the young people we're celebrating today to help them
identify and achieve their career goals.

Avenue Scholars Foundation is proud of its growth and accomplishments over the years. Our enroliment this fall was

942 students, the largest in our history. Our high school graduation rates, college-going rate, and first-year college
persistence rate are well ahead of state and local rates for students from low-income families. We have a tremendous
network of partners throughout the community that are helping us achieve our ultimate goal, which is ensuring careers
for the students we serve. And though we have experienced success relative to that goal, we are, as our Board Chairman,
Mr. Scott, has been known to say, “pleased but not satisfied.” The success of our program is measured by the number of
students we are able to place into productive careers and, to that end, we are continuously refining our efforts in order to
achieve this all-important objective.

We need your help in order to take student employment to the next level. The success of our program has been, and

will continue to be, dependent upon the hard work and assistance of a wide array of people and organizations. We are
extremely grateful for the many educational, philanthropic, business and nonprofit partners who contribute to our work,
and we ask for your continued commitment in to advance the work we’ve done thus far. We also invite any organizations
that have not been part of our effort to join the cause. Any contribution
that an organization can make in furthering the career and life success of
our Avenue Scholars is welcome and appreciated.

To the students in the audience, none of this is possible without you. You
are the motivation for our collective efforts and ultimate factor in whether
they will be successful. We need your hard work, focus, and dedication to
make your career goals a reality. As the saying goes, the future is what you
make it; we're here to help you make it a good one.

Thanks for being here today and for your partnership going forward.
Sincerely,

Kenneth M. Bird, Ed.D.
President/CEO
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“It is important to meet the needs
of ALL students. | firmly believe we
can do a better job of preparing
our high school graduates for
the next stages of their lives.
There is still much to be done to
better prepare students for the
world that awaits them upon the
conclusion of their educational
experiences.”

Dr. Ken Bird

President/CEQ, Avenue Scholars Foundation
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Walter Scott, Jr. Susie Buffett

Chairman Vice Chairman

John Scott Barbara Weitz

Director Director

“If you've mastered the fundamentals, your career can be wherever
your talents and interests take you. Avenue Scholars helps provide
a sense of direction by emphasizing education and the importance
of building a future on that solid foundation.”

WALTER SCOTT, JR.

Chairman of the Board, Avenue Scholars Foundation
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Wally Weitz

Director

Ken Bird
President/CEO




AVENUE SCHOLARS FOUNDATION STAFF

Kenneth M. Bird, Ed.D.
President/CEO

Jef Johnston, Ph.D.
Chief Operating Officer

Doug Pierson
Chief Administrative Officer

Mike Alvano
Chief Financial Officer

Laura Miller
Executive Director of
High School Programs

Terry Fischer
Executive Director of
Career Programs

Kris Valentin
Special Projects
& Partnership Director

Jennifer Bisignano
Data Director

Beverly Hass
Executive Assistant to CEO
& Events Coordinator

Penny Darnell
Accounting Manager

Jenn Francis
Office & Data Assistant

Kelly Bernadt
Student Support Coordinator

Kristin Walsh
Student Support Coordinator

HIGH SCHOOL
TALENT ADVISORS

Jamar Dorsey

High School Programs Director

Taleya Broadway
Omaha Northwest

Juan Cangas
Omaha South

Kayla Gillian
Omaha North

Daniel Jaimes
Omaha Bryan

Ashley Knott
Papillion-La Vista
Beth Leach
Ralston

Courtland Olson
Millard South

Adam VanderTuig
Omaha Benson

CAREER
TALENT ADVISORS

Bradley Ekwerekwu, Ph.D.
Career Programs Director

Catie Dagle
Terrence Gillian
Carnetta Hardin
Michael Hughes

Marissa Marx
Brittani Tanhueco

Monica Wells
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“We can build a stronger Heartland by building better ties between our Dy Ken Bird

business communities and educational systems.”  Ppresident/CEO, Avenue Scholars Foundation
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GET ON THE CAREER EXPRESS

Avenue Scholars Foundation

is the vehicle that helps take students from low-income
families to each stop along the career line. Students
receive comprehensive support — including academic,
social and financial planning services — from high
school, through post-secondary education/training and
into a career. Along the way, each student receives the
support of a High School and Career Talent Advisor.
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AKSARBEN Foundation

is the central station that provides the “fare” for
students from low-income families to reach their
career destination. Their business partners provide
job opportunities at each stop along the career line.
Together, they help students seeking high-demand,
high-skill occupations arrive at meaningful careers
in the community.
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Metropolitan Community College . N AUTOMOTIVE
represents each stop along the career line. Eligible students TECHNICIAN
will receive an $8,000 scholarship over two years, funded by INCOME: §34,000
the AKSARBEN Foundation & MCC, to continue their education AUTOMOTIVETECHNOLOGY
in a career or technical program. College Success Navigators ASSOCIATES[DEGHEE
. PR e . (AUAAS)

from MCC provide students with individualized guidance and 110 CREDIT HOURS
support as they advance through their coursework/training at

MCC and transition to a career.

24-32

MONTHS

AUTOMOTIVE

TECH. ASST.
INCOME: $27,000

AUTOMOTIVE UNDER
VEHICLE SPECIALIST
(AUVCC)

36 CREDITHOURS

AUTOMOTIVE

TECH. ASST.
INCOME: $30,000

MAINTENANCE & LIGHT
REPAIR ASSISTANT
(AUMCA)

49.5 CREDIT HOURS

CAREER
TRAINING

mmmmmm

EXPRESS LANE
TECHNICIAN
INCOME: $22,000

AUTOMOTIVE  “yygpanannnnnnnnnnninnnni
TECHNOLOGIES

o
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AUTOMOTIVE
TECHNICIAN ASSISTANT
(AUTCC)

31.5 CREDIT HOURS
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Joshua Alley Teresita Altamirano-Solano Brylend Armstrong
Papillion-La Vista Class of 2019 Omaha South Class of 2019 Omaha Northwest Class of 2019

Jermiah Atmore Keree Baker Madison Baker
Omaha Benson Class of 2019 Omaha Northwest Class of 2019 Millard South Class of 2019
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Kimana Barnett Angel Becerra-Lopez Jaime Bejarano
Omaha Benson Class of 2019 Omaha South Class of 2019 Ralston Class of 2019
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Keyona Bell Sendy Bernal-Mejia William Bernal-Mejia
Omaha Northwest Class of 2019 Omaha Bryan Class of 2019 Omaha South Class of 2019

Hailey Berner Priscila Bey Bonano Shaheem Black-Cooper
Omaha Northwest Class of 2019 Millard South Class of 2019 Omaha North Class of 2019

“Thanks to Avenue Scholars, I've been given a shot that a
lot of people only dream of. | understand what that means
and I'm doing everything | can to make right by that faith
in me. My advice is just do your work. Everyone is here
helping you, so don't waste this amazing chance.”

Zane Bless Brendan Hudkins
UuEHEI IRk Metropolitan Community College
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DaShawn Brown Damarcus Bruce
Omaha Benson Class of 2019 Millard South Class of 2019

Eris Calabetto Isaiah Campbell
Ralston Class of 2019 Omaha Benson Class of 2019

“I was the first in my family to walk across the college
stage. Avenue Scholars helped me get my priorities
straight. Avenue Scholars taught me to balance school,
social life, and work life to be successful.”

Jaquan Clements
2011 Omaha Benson Graduate, ASF Alumnus
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Michelle Bustamante-Reyes
Omaha Bryan Class of 2019

Rebecca Cardoza-Mejia
Millard South Class of 2019

Yajaira Castillo
Ralston Class of 2019




Ismael Chavez-Diaz
Omaha North Class of 2019

Christian Colins
Omaha South Class of 2019
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Berenice Cortes-Lopez

Omaha Bryan Class of 2019

Tyana Chumley
Ralston Class of 2019

Daizha Cooper
Omaha North Class of 2019

Maclain Cullinane
Millard South Class of 2019

Richard Collins
Omaha North Class of 2019
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Jayleen Cortes
Millard South Class of 2019

Joshua Davey
Ralston Class of 2019
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Ebony Diamond Davis
Omaha Benson Class of 2019

Odilon Degante
Omaha South Class of 2019

Margarita Diaz
Omaha Bryan Class of 2019
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Logan Davis
Ralston Class of 2019

Zuli Del Angel Simbron
Omaha South Class of 2019

DaeVyante Dyer
Omaha North Class of 2019

Anahi De la Cruz-Lara
Omaha Bryan Class of 2019

Bradly Dermody
Papillion-La Vista Class of 2019

Omaha Northwest Class of 2019




Eduardo Flores-Juan Lauren Ford
Omaha Bryan Class of 2019 Omaha Benson Class of 2019

.

Maura Fitzler

Papillion-La Vista Class of 2019

Zebedee Franklin Miguel Gallardo-Jimenez
Omaha Benson Class of 2019 Omaha South Class of 2019

Angela Franco-Mezam
Millard South Class of 2019

“I don't think | would be in this position if wasn't for you
guys. You helped me with high school, with college, and
with work. You've known me since high school and you

are still there.”

FE iy ‘.. - 1
Luis Gallegos-Madera Jonatan Quebrado
Omaha North Class of 2019 2011 Omaha South Graduate, ASF Alumnus
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Ricardo Gallegos-Rios Alejandro Garcia-Garcia Porfirio Garcia-Hernandez
Omaha South Class of 2019 Omaha South Class of 2019 Omaha Bryan Class of 2019

Yohali Genchi-Bernal Breonna Gerren Gustavo Gochez-Perez
Omaha South Class of 2019 Ralston Class of 2019 Omaha South Class of 2019

“My advice is to keep up with the hard work. Giving up is
not an answer, and Avenue Scholars won't let you down.
They are with you every step of the way.”

Diana PalaCiOS Brandon Gonzalez

Metropolitan Community College Omaha Souith Class of 2019
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